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iNaturalist



What is iNaturalist?



1. Take a clear photo 
to make an 
observation

2. iNaturalist will give 
you a suggestion 
for ID

3. Pick from the list or 
type in your own ID

4. Hit “share” or ✓ to 
upload to 
iNaturalist

How does iNaturalist work?
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DEMONSTRATION: making an 
observation using the iNaturalist app



iNaturalist: turning photos into data



iNaturalist: turning photos into data





Your 
observations are 
contributing to a 
global database 

of when and 
where species 

are found!

iNaturalist: turning photos into data



iNaturalist data usage: big data



375+ papers published using iNaturalist data in 2020

iNaturalist data usage: big data



iNaturalist data usage:management & more





iNaturalist data usage: unexpected finds









Bioblitzes
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iNaturalist & OSLA: bioblitzes

DEMONSTRATION: making a 
bioblitz project in iNaturalist



iNaturalist & OSLA: looking at existing data



iNaturalist & OSLA: looking at existing data



iNaturalist & OSLA: looking at existing data

DEMONSTRATION: how to find data 
from a particular place in iNaturalist



Guides



Cal Academy & OSLA: communications



Cal Academy & OSLA: communications



THANK YOU!

calacademy.org/community-science

iNaturalist.org

Dr. Rebecca Johnson:
      rjohnson@calacademy.org
     @rebeccafay
     @rebafay

Alison Young:
      ayoung@calacademy.org
     @alisonkestrel
     @kestrel


